
 

News 
& 

Notes 

��������	


 

���
���
��
��������
�������	�� 


A Publication of The Children's Home, Inc.    Autum n-Winter  2010 

�

������ �� �����	��� ��� ���
��
������ � ������������

"Education is the great engine of personal development. It is through education that the daughter of a peasant can become 
a doctor, that a son of a mineworker can become the head of the mine, that a child of farm workers can become the 
president."   Nelson Mandela 
 
There is something very special about seeing an “A” on an assignment or test that you earned. It is a moment of pride. It 
is also a step toward more success, developing an attitude of achievement that leads to future prosperity.  
 
Strides have been made in the past few years to enhance the resources available to the residents of The Children’s Home.  
The school at the Diagnostic Center was certified as a Type III school by the State of Maryland.  Major advances have 
been made in campus-wide technology. Computer labs have sprung up in all the cottages plus the Administration 
Building thanks to many contributions from the business community.  These recent improvements have produced a solid 
foundation for academic achievement.  To further this goal, The Children’s Home has launched “Operation A” to use 
the resources available and develop new resources and strategies to improve the academic success of every resident.  It is 
one of the Board of Directors’ priorities on the balanced score card and a personal commitment of the CEO. (Article on Page 3) 

 
Find out how you can help.  Call 410-744-7310 or email info@thechildrenshome.net for more information. 
 
 

����������	
������

�����������
�����������������	� �
��������
�������������
�������
��������������
��� ��������	�����������



 2

New & Improved 
 

Check out our new and  
improved website at  
www.thechildrenshome.net. 
More:  Information 
 Photos 
 Downloads 
Plus – a convenient donation process. 
 

    www.thechildrenshome.net 
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Founded in 1863 as an orphanage for victims of the Civil War, The 
Children’s Home has a long-standing history of commitment and 
experience serving dependent, neglected, and abused children.   A 
non-profit 501(c)(3), the Home is registered as a charitable 
organization with the Secretary of State of Maryland and is licensed 
by the Maryland State Department of Human Resources and the 
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene. 
 
The Home provides long- and short-term services that include a 
group home, Diagnostic Center for girls, transitional program for 
boys, Successful Starts – extended living program, Treatment Foster 
Care Program, Respite Services, and PRP – Pychiatric Rehabilitation 
Program.    
 
Our mission is to provide residential and community services to 
young people and families who experience disruption in their lives.  
By utilizing its human, physical, behavioral, and financial resources, 
The Children’s Home builds on the strengths of those served to 
promote long-term well-being and success. 
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The Best Gift  
 

The holiday season is very special at The Children’s Home.  Through the 
Holiday Giving Program we witness the very generous nature of our 
community.  Individuals, churches, businesses, and organizations support 
our youth with decorations, gifts, special events, and pizza parties. The gifts 
and donations from friends and volunteers like you reinforce the important 
message to our youth that they are not alone.  

This season also brings us to the end of the calendar year.  It is a time to assess and plan for the new year. We have 
decided in 2011 to focus on the best gift we can give the youth at the Home – a quality education. We are blessed 
with the quality of our local public schools along with the development of the Diagnostic Center School.  To take 
advantage of that quality demands support and initiative outside the classroom.  
 
As we deal with changing government policies, maintaining momentum on facilities and program expansions, and 
facing economic realities, we never forget the needs of the individual. After basic needs are satisfied, what else can 
we offer the youth in our care?  Education offers the best chance for success – to rise above circumstances, defy 
statistics that are not in favor of out-of-home placement youth, and be able to look toward the future with hope and 
excitement. Education can lead to diplomas and degrees and training to secure satisfying and rewarding employment 
and build self-confidence. 
 
Scholastic achievement can be a special challenge for children and youth in out-of-home care. A recent study 
followed 600 young adults who aged out of the child welfare systems in Iowa, Wisconsin and Illinois. The research 
found that at age 23 and 24, former foster youth are more likely than their peers to be under-educated with only 6 
percent having earned a 2- or 4-year degree. Behavior and emotional problems, separation anxiety, and lack of 
motivation can be impediments to a quality education. 
 
Changing attitudes toward education is critical. Though the workload of school may seem like a heavy burden, the 
result is the kind of freedom that lifts a person along with the rest of society.  Ignorance can be a lifelong burden that 
holds down the individual and slows the progress of society.   
 
Please join me in our “Operation A” effort to bring to light the importance of education and back up this simple 
philosophy with appropriate action. We believe these initiatives will help our residents gain the motivation necessary 
to acquire a desire for knowledge.  Education is the key to unlock the door of infinite possibilities. It is the key to 
independent living. It is a future full of anticipation rather than dread. It is the best gift that we can give a youth and 
help to sustain our families. 
  

New Leadership 
Yvette Lucas has been promoted to Program Administrator.  Yvette has worked at The Children's Home for 6+ 
years. She recently earned a Masters Degree from Coppin State University, and is pursuing the LCPC - Licensed 
Clinical Professional Counselor. 
 

George Baltz has been named the Interim Program Manager for the Treatment Foster Care Program.  George 
majored in Psychology at the University of Maryland with a minor in Philosophy.  He worked as a Mental Health 
Counselor at Montgomery General Hospital from 2003-2007.  George obtained a Master of Social Work degree from 
the University of Maryland in 2007 and has worked in the Treatment Foster Care Program since August 2007. 
 

Dorenzer Thomas began her position of Program Manager at the Diagnostic Center in June. She was born and raised 
in Baltimore and attended Western High School, College of Notre Dame, and University of Maryland School of 
Social Work. Dorenzer’s work experience includes positions at Baltimore Mental Health Systems, Woodburne 
Center, and Park Hill Child Care Center. 
 



 4

Emergency Shoes! 
Thank you to T. Rowe Price and Carol Waddell for 
donating the funds to replace shoes damaged by the 
fire and/or water at FM Cottage last year. 
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Bathroom Makeovers 
VR and FM Cottages along with the Gymnasium are 
looking better and better. The bathrooms in the older 
cottages and buildings have been remodeled with new 
tiles, fixtures, and showers - built with commercial-
grade materials to endure intensive use.  
 
The cottages were constructed in the early 1920’s. Over 
the past 80+ years, the buildings have experienced 
constant upgrades for resident comfort and code 
compliance. 

Congratulations, Frank! 
We are proud to announce that Frank Anderson was 
the first runner-up for the Trieschman Award from 
the American Association for Children’s Residential 
Centers (AACRC).  The Albert E. Trieschman Award 
was instituted by AACRC to provide a living 
memorial to Al Tieschaman that would both 
commemorate and carry on his dedication to the 
development and enhancement of the role of the on-
line child care worker in the residential treatment of 
children. Frank is a Child Care Specialist in the JR 
Cottage.  Along with his devotion to the youth in the 
cottage, he created the Summer Festival Car Show.  
 

Thank you, Ms. Minerva 
 

The staff and friends of The Children’s Home 
celebrated the many years of dedication and service 
of Minerva Briscoe. Ms. Minerva began her 
employment in 1983. During her 27 years of 
employment she gained the respect of her 
coworkers, supervisors, and the residents.  We wish 
her a very happy, well-deserved retirement!  

Best wishes to Ann Walsh 
Ann is retiring from the Board of Directors to 
accept an Executive Director position in Florida.  
She has served as a Board Member, Vice 
President, and Secretary during a period of major 
significance in the life of The Children’s Home. 
We thank her for many years of dedicated service 
and management wisdom. 
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The annual autumn extravaganza had an international feel. The residents of 
the Home rallied to create art for the Silent Auction. Their inspiration came 
from different cultures and different historic times around the globe.  They 
used a variety of art styles and methods to produce the most diverse silent 
auction in FACES history.  The evening included the regular features of 
FACES – wine tasting, smooth jazz, and gourmet food. 
 
Thank you to Holly Hoey, Gail Lee, and the program committee for 
another enjoyable and successful evening.  Also, thank you to the 
American Visionary Art Museum and founder, Rebecca Hoffberger, for 
support in hosting FACES 2010. 
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2010 Annual Meeting 
Participants, including a record number of TCH Alumni, enjoyed the temperate weather of mid-June under the tent 
next to the Picnic Pavilion. The theme for The Children’s Home Annual Meeting was “Resilience & Hope – the 
Strength of Family.”  Several keynote speakers, who are past residents or current foster parents, talked about their 
success and experiences in a group home setting or the foster care system. Community Service Awards were presented 
to: BB&T, Kay Brazile, Lauren Erickson, Full Gospel Pentecostal Church, Joy Howlers of Catonsville, 
Lansdowne Volunteer Fire Department, Greg and Doreen McDonald, and McDonald’s – Columbia. 
 

Community Walk for Children & Families 
A nice day for a walk brought out approximately 125 people to stroll the streets  
of Catonsville for the Home’s Capital Campaign – helping to raise nearly $6,000.   
The fitness experts from Chizel-it led the stretching exercises before the walk.   
Lunch and prizes were waiting for the participants at the end of the walk. Thank  
you to Randy Monroe, Board member and Head Men’s Basketball Coach at UMBC,  
for serving as the Honorary Chairperson. 
 

Summer Festival Car Show 
It was the last Saturday in August and the last chance for some summer fun. The campus of The Children's Home was 
filled with games, activities, music, and rows and rows of cars – both antique and unique. Congratulations to Frank 
Anderson and his committee for a successful summer event. The afternoon raised $3,000 for cottage activity funds.  
With one summer day, many weekends will be enjoyed by the residents. 
 

Recycling Day 
E-Structors of Elkridge collected pallet after pallet of used electronic equipment to be recycled with the help of hearty 
volunteers from Kohl’s Department Stores. The collections included computers, printers, copiers, VCR’s, cell phones, 
televisions, audio/stereo equipment, cable boxes, and camcorders.  Residents also volunteered, helping with the 
recycling and selling their art projects, while learning important environmental lessons. 
 

Art Infusion - Gallery Reception 
The Children's Home, JSR Associates and The Art Resource hosted a gallery reception on Friday, April 23rd at 8191 
Main Street in Ellicott City.  Exhibits by local artists, alon with artwork by the residents of The Children’s Home, 
introduced the community to the new storefront store for The Children’s Home “Art for Cash” program.  Residents 
worked in many different art forms to create birdhouses, baby clothes, canvas bags, jewelry, and paintings.  
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����������	� � (West Baltimore)  Mr. Walker, Recreation Specialist (left), shows how to lead a horse 
on a special trip for nine TCH residents (represented on the right) to the City Ranch on Election Day. 
Ahesahmahk Dahn is the coordinator for City Ranch (left in both photos). TCH plans to incorporate these 
services into its treatment and education program/partnerships. 
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Family Nights 
 

Family Night programs have returned to The 
Children’s Home in 2010 as part of the Family-
Centered Programs and Events. Families have 
been welcomed for a buffet dinner at all the 
cottages. Many Family Night events included a 
theme such as St. Patrick’s Day, Easter, the NCAA 
basketball tournament, and Mad Hatter’s Tea Party. 
 
Family-Centered Programs provide a structured 
system of supports to facilitate increased 
involvement and participation of family resources 
(i.e., parent, guardian, sibling, extended family) in 
residents’ out-of-home placement and treatment. 
Family involvement is essential to maintaining or 
reconnecting familial ties, plus rebuilding and 
healing weakened or damaged family relationships.   
 
The initial set of Family-Centered Programs was  
conducted in 2006 and 2007, funded by a grant 
from the Annie E. Casey Foundation.     
 
Funds for the Family Nights 2010 were provided 
by the Wiessner Foundation.  
 

Camp Hilltop 
 

When the school doors close for the summer 
months there is always the question, “What do we 
do now?”  That question is not uttered at The 
Children’s Home.  The staff carefully plans for the 
summer with little opportunity to get bored. 
 
Many days were spent at off-site destinations such 
as Six Flags, Ocean City, Rocky Gap State Park, 
Crystal Grotto Caverns, Holocaust Museum, and 
Assateague Island National Seashore. 
   
The summer camp participants took occasional trips 
to the Hilltop Pavilion at the edge of the woods on 
The Children’s Home campus.  The pavilion was 
cleaned up with new paint on the tables and benches 
courtesy of the girls at the Diagnostic Center. 
 
With temperatures souring into the 90’s and 100’s, 
the use of the swimming pool was more important 
than most years.  With the support of the Pool Fund, 
we were able to operate the pool all summer so the 
residents can learn aquatic skills and cool off during 
record-braking temperatures. 
 
 



 7

FACES Resident Artist 
Recognition Reception 

 

The Children’s home recognized 12 residents who 
contributed hours of hard work and creativity to 
support the Silent Auction at FACES 2010.  Using 
the inspiration of the theme: “Faces Around the 
World,” they produced 30 art items that raised 
over $1,700 in the auction.  It was the largest 
variety of items in FACES history including 
decoupage, paintings, collages, and jewelry.  Art 
was created on oil lamps, cigar boxes, wooden 
stools, mirrors, and windows. Proceeds from the 
auction benefit the Home’s Capital Campaign.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Residents’ Luau 
Awards Dinner 

The Polynesian-themed dinner has become a 
tradition to celebrate the end of the school year. 
The dietary staff makes an extra special  
effort in preparing the food and hanging the  
decorations at the Picnic Pavilion. Cottage 
supervisors recognize every resident for  
her/his accomplishments during the year. 

Resident Profiles 
 

The staff at the Home is always looking for excuses to give praise and recognition for a job well done, 
whether it is school grades, behavior, or being a good role model. 
  
Ta’sheira - 17, is an excellent role model for her peers and other residents.  She has passed her High School 
Assessment examinations, maintaining a 3.0 GPA and is college bound. She dreams of attending law school 
one day and based on her commitment to education and excellent auditory skills, Ta’sheria is on her way. 
 After school you can find Ta’sheira attending her high school’s football games, completing her home 
assignments, applying to various colleges and universities, or working on crafts with her friends. She is 
fashionable and takes pride in her appearance. She also has a beautiful smile and an outgoing personality.    
  
Brandon, 18, was awarded the Student of the Month Award for September for role model behavior, 
school attendance, good grades, participation in extra curricular activities, and steady employment.  Nerissa, 
18, received numerous awards for the beginning of the school year at The Baltimore Academy: 

Certificate for Good Conduct, Outstanding Achievement in Chemistry, Certificate of Participation for 
Spanish, Certificate for Achievement in Mathematics for Geometry and Algebra II, and Honor Roll for a 
4.0 grade average 

 
We salute these residents and all the residents who have achieved academic excellence and perfect 
attendance. 
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The Diagnostic Center, focus of the first 
phase of the Capital Campaign, has been in 
operation for two years and is running at full 
capacity. 

 
        The initial efforts of the Campaign were enough 
to complete construction and open the facility.  There 
is still a substantial mortgage on the building with 
substantial monthly payments.  
 
Every donation to the  
Capital Campaign brings  
us closer to our goal of  
paying off the mortgage  
and moving on to other  
important projects. 

The Swimming Pool Fund was 
started two years ago and has achieved 
enough success for two summers of 
pool operation during some of the 
warmest days on record. Continuing to 
patch the problems does not offer a 
long-term solution.  
 
During the summer months there is 
one focal point – the swimming pool. 
Hot summer days are scheduled 
around visits to the pool. The pool is a 
resource for developing life skills, 
developing social skills, and 
contributes to the physical fitness  
of our residents. 
 
The age and size of the pool makes  
a rebuilding project challenging.  
The daunting scale of the project 
is matched by its importance to  
the program at The Children’s Home. 
Raising funds to rebuild the 1970’s 
pool is the goal! 
 
 

Family-Centered Programs and Events are the 
third focus for 2011.  Maintaining a positive 
relationship with the biological family is important in 
the life of a youth in foster care for emotional 
stability, treatment planning, and possible 
reunification.    
 
The TCH staff is actively involved by arranging 
weekend/holiday visits and conducting Family 
Nights.  Family Nights generally includes dinner and 
parent training activity ranging from purely leisure to 
educational. The events have received high  
praise from both relatives and residents. 
 
A Family Night at a cottage can be  
sponsored for $250 to $500.  

It’s as easy as 1, 2, 3!    Donate Today! 
Use the Donation Form on the back of the Newsletter to make a contribution to  
The Children’s Home Capital Campaign or go online at www.thechildrenshome.net. 
You can designate the particular fund for your donation. The Children’s Home is a 
501(c)(3) charitable organization.  Donations are tax-deductible to the extent allowed 
by law.  
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The Treatment Foster Care Program (TFC) has been inundated with many challenges for both the agency and the 
parents who are clinically trained to provide professional parenting to the youth placed in their home.  As an agency, 
we are faced with complying with the State of Maryland “Place Matters” initiative through the Department of Human 
Resources. This initiative has lowered the number of referrals for our treatment foster homes. On occasion, we have 
received referrals for youth who would benefit from a more structured environment or are deemed transitional age 
youth that require more independence than a family household would provide.     
 
TFC has maintained staff stability and has been instrumental in developing partnerships with universities by 
providing Field Instruction to multiple Master level student interns from Morgan State University School of Social 
Work and University of Maryland at Baltimore School of Social Work.   
 
Despite the economy and challenges, our professionally-trained foster parents have experienced many successes for 
FY10.  Two youths in the TFC program entered college in the Fall 2009, with two more entering in the Fall 2010 
semester.  Our youth are continuing to remain in their treatment foster homes for longer periods of time with 
increased stability.  We credit our foster parents with attending the monthly clinical training sessions and applying 
therapeutic techniques and interventions that provide consistency, stability, and structure for the youth placed in their 
homes.  Simultaneously, our treatment foster parents work diligently with the birth families of many of the youth, 
since most of the youth placed in our program have a Permanency Plan to return home.  Our treatment foster families 
are active in scheduling, transporting and maintaining family visits with birth parents and/or siblings.   
 
We utilize community-based trainers for our monthly  
in-service sessions because this provides opportunities  
for parents to obtain current information and additionally  
serves as a way to link our staff and parents with potential  
community resources.  This type of collateral contact is  
essential for our community partnership outreach effort.   
We, also, market our program by attending academic,  
job and career fairs and encourage our parents and youth  
to attend to enhance their skills, academically and  
professionally.  Most importantly, as an agency, we  
value our Treatment Foster Parents.   
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Community Based Services (CBS) include programs for family preservation – Psychiatric Rehabilitation Program 
(PRP) and Respite Care.  The Children's Home is currently in the process of expanding the number of home respite 
care providers in the Tri-County area.  We are actively recruiting families that live in the Harford, Cecil, and 
Baltimore County communities.  Last spring the program successfully licensed four homes in the tri-county 
communities that are now servicing children and families in those communities.  For more information on how 
you may refer a family or individual to become a respite treatment foster parent, please call 410-368-1306. 
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Patchwork Miracles is a community based art project 
conducted by local resident, Flavia Oleniewski, 
design student at the Maryland Institute College of 
Art.  The project will benefit teens who are victims of 
violence, abuse, neglect and abandonment.   

The project summons participants to create quilt 
blocks that will ultimately become quilts.  These 
quilts will be displayed in a gallery exhibition and 
then sold in a silent auction.  The proceeds from the 
sale will be donated to The Children’s Home. For 
details, go online to www.patchworkmiracles.org.  
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Thank you to our Special Event 
Sponsors, Donors & Volunteers 

 

FACES 2010 
M&T Bank 

Carefirst BlueCross BlueShield 
Swan Song Spirits 

Joe Manns Awards, Inc. 
Anchor Pharmacies 

BB&T 
HR ANEW 

J-Squared Design, LLC 
KBST&M 

 

Community Walk  
for Children & Families  
Kohl’s Department Stores 

E-Structors, Inc. 
Independent Benefit Services, Inc. 

Chizel-IT Group Fitness 
Key Systems, Inc. 

Les Gemmes 
Valley Processing Services, Inc. 

Advance Business Systems 
B.C.W. Prints, Inc. 

Duesenberg’s – An American Café & Grill 
Edible Arrangements 

National Aquarium In Baltimore 
Superfresh 

UMBC Men’s Basketball 
VENDING Inc. PLUS 

 

Recycling Day 
E-Structors, Inc. 

Kohl’s Department Stores 
 

Art Infusion – Gallery Reception 
JSR Associates, Inc. 

The Art Resource, Inc. 
 

1st Electric 
ASG Sports 
Automotive Accents in Linthicum 
Joe Bartenfelder 
Catonsville Ravens Club 
Café Kabab 
Captain Dee-fense 
Chef Paulino’s 
Coffee News of Catonsville 
Dutchess Web Design 
Edible Arrangements of Catonsville 
El Nayer Mexican Restaurant 
EmbroidMe of Catonsville 
Family Affair Produce 
Fox Chevrolet at Laurel 
Friends of Greg Morgan 
Friends of Steve Whisler 
Hairoglyphics 
Home Depot—Lansdowne 
Kohl’s Department Stores 
Pat Kutchins - Just for You Gift Baskets 
Lakewood Manufacturers 
Members of Metanoia 
Moms Incorporated 
Opie’s Soft Serve and Snowballs 
Perfect World Network 
Prime Central  
The band - Reunion 
Doug Schopman of Coldwell Banker 
Sea Hut 
Kirby Spencer of Coldwell Banker 
Wings Things and More 
WomensExpoForum.com 
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A youthful spirit of middle-schoolers has created something of value to benefit the girls in the Diagnostic 
Center.  The Catonsville Joy Howlers, a Destination Imagination Team, presented a benefit concert on January 
16th at the Christian Temple.  There was a wide variety of music including the haunting melodies of Loch Raven 
Celtic Trio (above left), classical precision by Doug Jameson on cello and Melissa Hullman on violin, and the 
wildly entertaining Retro Rockets with music of the 50’s and 60’s. 
 

The event was designed, produced, and hosted by an energetic group of middle schoolers, dedicated to making a 
positive difference in their community.  The concert raised $1,082 for the Capital Campaign, seven new radios, 
and 74 teddy bears. 
 

Joy Howlers make 
beautiful music for TCH 

Warm Feet AND Warm Heart 
 

Seventh grader Danny Sauter (second from left) 
presents to Dorenzer Thomas and Gail Lee the 
proceeds from his project “Sock-it-to-Me” with help 
from his sister, Megan.  Danny set out boxes at St. 
Marks School during October to collect socks for the 
TCH residents. The results were bags loaded with 
hundreds of pairs of new socks. Thank you, Danny 
for your generous efforts on behalf of your neighbors 
at The Children’s Home. 
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Northrop Grumman Volunteer Day 
Throughout the year many organizations and 
individuals contribute their time and talents to 
improve the campus grounds and buildings. A 
volunteer team (left) from Northrop Grumman 
painted the upper level of JR Cottage and added 
playground games to the courtyard at the Diagnostic 
Center. We appreciate the hard work and generous 
support from the many volunteers in our community.  
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Yes, I would like to help The Children’s Home provide for the needs of the boys and girls in its care.   
Here is my gift of $_______________ / items: _________________________ ________in support of: 
 
Capital Improvements: ��� � 1. Diagnostic Center  ��� �  2. Swimming Pool Fund  ��� � 3. Family-Centered Programs 
��� � Special Events Sponsor  ��� � Holiday Giving Program  ��� � General Support    ��� �  Resident Enrichment Programs    
 
NAME: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY: ________________________________     STATE: __________      ZIP CODE: _____________ 
 
Email:  ____________________________________________________ 
 

Please mail this reply form with your tax-deductible gift - made payable to, The Children’s Home, Inc ., to: 
The Children’s Home, Inc., Development Office, 205 Bloomsbury Avenue, Catonsville, MD  21228, 

or online at www.thechildrenshome.net, or use your credit card by providing the following information: 
  Credit Card:  MasterCard    Visa     Amex   Card number: _________-________-________-_________ 
  Expiration Date _______________  Security Code Number ____________ 
 
  Authorized Signature: _________________________________________________________________ 


