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A New House at the Home 
Since the attic electrical fire in the FM Cottage in 2009, there have been discussions and plans on the 
future of the cottage and the future of residential facilities at The Children’s Home. The Buildings & 
Grounds Committee solicited proposals from build and design teams, seeking ideas for the 
construction of a new residential building. The concept drawing below from Penza Baily Architects 
shows a clear difference between the 1920’s FM Cottage and the idea of youth housing for the 21st 
Century. It includes single occupancy bedrooms, one-story accessible floor plan, and staff 
accommodations. The design of the building along with available technologies will make the building 
much less costly to operate compared to the much older buildings on the campus. The building will 
be constructed between the two cottages, now used for Successful Starts – Extended Group Home 
Living Programs (ELP).  
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Founded in 1863 as an orphanage for victims of the Civil War, The 
Children’s Home has a long-standing history of commitment and 
experience serving dependent, neglected, and abused children.   A non-
profit 501(c)(3), the Home is registered as a charitable organization 
with the Secretary of State of Maryland and is licensed by the 
Maryland State Department of Human Resources and the Department 
of Health and Mental Hygiene. 
 
The Home provides long- and short-term services that include a group 
home, Diagnostic Center for girls, transitional program for boys, 
Successful Starts – extended living program, Treatment Foster Care 
Program, Respite Services, and PRP – Pychiatric Rehabilitation 
Program.    
 
Our mission is to provide residential and community services to young 
people and families who experience disruption in their lives.  By 
utilizing its human, physical, behavioral, and financial resources, The 
Children’s Home builds on the strengths of those served to promote 
long-term well-being and success. 
 

On an overcast day in 
April, The Children’s 
Home collected 13,322 lbs. 
of unwanted electronics 
and office documents – 
supported by E-Structors,  
Kohl’s Department Store 
volunteers, and residents 
of the Home.  
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The Ability to Adapt 
 
Whether it is the theory of evolution, 
observations of the natural world, or the study of 
business and economics - it is the ability to adapt 
that determines survival.  Some adaptations are 
necessary to respond to change.  Other 
adaptations are enacted in anticipation of change. 
It is with some pride (and a little relief) that I 
announce, thanks to the generosity and support of 
our donors, volunteers, and friends, The 
Children’s Home has been successful in adapting 
to overcome the many challenges during the past 
two years    
 
The State of Maryland required every out-of-
home placement facility to respond to a Request 
for Proposal. I am extremely proud of the TCH 
staff and how they came together. They spent 
hundreds of hours compiling data on information 
to meet the requirements of the RFP.  We 
received very good news that all of our programs 
were approved.   
 
The fire in the FM Cottage two summers ago 
brought a new set of challenges – some for 
immediate resolution and some needing 
significant study and planning.  The residents in 
FM were relocated in available rooms within the 
campus and joined with the JR Cottage later that 
summer. The question to ponder was rebuilding 
the 1924 structure or build something new to fit 
current needs and county codes. (See the cover story)  

 
The Home is also facing similar challenges of 
every household - facing the realities of a global 
economic crisis. The state budget has gone 
through several cuts (including child welfare) 
while gas and food prices soar.  
 
In these areas just mentioned and many others, 
The Children’s Home has adapted. Some changes 
are easier to implement; some are painful.  What
is not negotiable is the quality of care we provide 
for the residents, their families, and treatment 
foster parents.  
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We gain our strength and motivation to adapt 
from an interesting source.  There is no better 
lesson on adaptation than from the many 
youth who come to The Children’s Home. 
They are uprooted from a known existence to 
be suddenly placed in an unknown situation.  
 
We provide a home-like environment and  
tools for Maryland’s abused, neglected or 
abused youth to feel secure, nurtured and 
have a sense of belonging. They thrive in a 
difficult situation. The ability to succeed 
relies on the strength of the individuals and 
their families to use those tools to build a 
bright future. 
 
During the past year I reached a personal 
milestone.  It was my 10th Anniversary at the 
Home.  In those ten years I have witnessed, 
encouraged, and implemented many changes 
in the best interest of our children, families 
and programs. 
 
Although I am proud of our ability to adapt, I 
am just as proud of the many things that 
remain constant – a dedicated staff, a 
supportive community, the strength and 
resilience of the youth who we serve. 
 

���������	
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It has been an amazing year of academic success! 2011 is a 
record-breaking year for the most successful high school 
graduates for the Home in recent memory.  Last year, prior 
to the start of the new school year, Andre Cooper, CEO, 
launched a campus-wide academic campaign, titled 
“Operation A, Pursuit of Academic Excellence.” 
 
The program began last fall, increasing after-school study 
and reading time an additional 30 minutes each day after 
school. Educational support systems, such as upgraded 
computer software, homework accountability, and volunteer 
support helped build confidence and improved academic 
results for each and every resident campus-wide. 
 
“In Maryland, 26 percent of high school students did not 
graduate from high school on time with a regular diploma.”  
Alliance for Education report, March 11, 2011 
 
Resident graduates made a wise choice to invest in their 
future, despite their traumatic history.  The graduates 
created a blueprint of their future dreams to share with staff 
and the community.  Most of the graduates are on track to 
pursue a higher education degree. Career goals vary 
including sports, medicine, law, and science. This personal 
commitment of the CEO and Board of Directors to support 
“Operation A,” will positively impact these 2011 graduates 
and future residents in our care. 


�����	������ �
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2011 Annual Meeting – A Blueprint for Tomorrow  
The 2011 Children’s Home Annual Meeting, this past June, was an 
opportunity to look at the accomplishments of the past year and take a 
look into the future. The guest speaker, Christine James-Brown, 
President and CEO of the Child Welfare League of America, gave a 
presentation on the current state of the child welfare profession – both 
advances and challenges.   
Congratulations to this year’s Community Service Award recipients: 
Maisha McCoy, Allison Mitchell & Family, Pet on Wheels (Tiffany 
Nicolette and Bear, Emily Kaiser and Lily, Becca Easterly and 
Seamus), Joe Mann’s Awards, Susan Renda, Officer Tia Bynum, 
Officer Antascia Robinson, Beverly Hickman, and The Anderson 
Family. 
 

TCH resident & recent graduate – Brandon, 18 years old                   Christine James-Brown, CWLA    Community Service Award winner 

     New Board President – Ronald Godsey 

Staff Commitment Spotlight 
Understanding and Strategizing for  
the Diagnostic Center School  
by Brandi Drayton, Teacher  
 

Typical Profile of a Diagnostic Student: The typical Diagnostic student  
has a very negative perception of school. The student has usually been truant,  
expelled or suspended from school various times before coming to our  
program.  Many of the students are not performing to their potential due to  
environmental factors.  By this I mean, when taken out of a bad situation/ 
environment, the students tend to do better.  In this small class setting, the students are able to focus better and 
receive the attention and assistance necessary to succeed. The Diagnostic student is not a “Bad” student, more like 
a car that has been traveling down a rocky road, sustained some bumps and dents but is now placed on a smooth 
street.  Those same bumps and dents remain, but the smooth road makes it easier to deal with those imperfections. 
Many of the students enter the program functioning on a 2.0 – 4.0 academic level.  Students grow slow 
academically while in school and often times, leave the program reading grade level and some above grade level.  
 

My goals for my students:  As an educator, my goals for my students are many.  I not only want them to reach 
their potential but to realize that they HAVE potential.  My students lack confidence.  My job is to build that 
confidence in order to build a resident into a student.  I want my students to understand that education is about trial 
and error, it is about failing and rebounding but it is not about perfection.  All I ask is that they give 100% in order 
to get 100% in return. Thanks to our funders and community support, the Diagnostic Center School is an 
intriguing, exciting classroom experience that takes students outside the four walls – encouraging them to use their 
imagination to explore both cultures and ideas they have never known. 
 
TCH Diagnostic Center is a 16-bed comprehensive diagnosis and assessment care residential facility, serving at-risk teen girls ages 13 to 19. 
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IImmppoorrttaanntt  HHooww--ttoo 
aatt  tthhee  HHooooppss  
A six-week Basketball 
Clinic, starting in May, 
was conducted by Jeff 
Reichert (right), 
General Counsel for 
Allegis Group, Inc. 
 

On-site Equestrian 
Program  
 

Home on the range is Bloomsbury 
Avenue. The equestrian program 
from the City Ranch has come to 
the campus of The Children’s 
Home, teaching riding and equine 
care to the residents on Thursday 
afternoons.   
 

The residents and staff of the Diagnostic Center 
enjoyed the music and philospohy of group drumming 
in a series of sessions during the spring and summer of 
2011. The sessions are led by David L. Williams (left) 
of Dynamic Connextions. David works for nonprofit 
organizations in New York and Maryland providing 
violence prevention and intervention, peer mediation, 
psycho-educational curriculums, conflict management 
training, facilitated drumming circles and diversity 
workshops. “Group drumming is a powerful 
therapeutic process for achieving health, recreation, 
and team-building goals.  Drumming provides 
successful and inclusive experiences, creates social 
unity and allows for the transference of ideas.  It is a 
cathartic tool for mental, physical and spiritual health.”  
from the Dynamic Connextions website 
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WWhhaatt   aamm  II ??  
Hurt, mistreated, deceived, 
Manipulated…What am I? 

People look at me and see what? 
A little girl who was taken advantage of? 

A little girl who longs for the love and attention 
from her family? 

What Am I? 
 

I dream of being a social worker one day. 
Will that happen? 

I dream of having kids one day. 
Will that happen? 

Many dreams I had, none came true. 
What’s next? 

 
I know what I am. 

A little girl who was neglected, but now loved. 
A little girl who God has put people in her life 

to protect her, 
A little girl who is being molded into a loveable 

person. 
That’s me. 

 
      Aunica, age 17  

 
 

Mr. Leroy Walker, TCH Recreation 
Specialist, holds the volleyball trophy  
won by TCH boys in the 2010 “B” 
Tournament for the Institutional Athletic 
Association. 

Salute to  
Employed Residents 

 

During the past year, The Children’s Home 
had an impressive number of residents earning 
wages, gaining job experience, and building 
resumes. The following TCH residents have 
been successfully employed at the 
establishments listed next to their names: 
 
Jonathan, Slawomir and Gregory at the 
Columbia Mall McDonald’s.   
 

Darrian at the Cradle Rock McDonald’s.   
 

Nerissa at the Dobbin Road McDonald’s. 
 
Brandon has been an employee at the Dobbin 
Road McDonald’s since November of 2009. 
  
Congratulations!  
 

�� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� 		 �� 

 �� �� �� ��
When school is out, summer camp begins. The residents were 
involved in a wide variety of activities on and off campus – 
visiting cultural sites and outdoor adventure venues, enjoying 
sporting events, creating works of art,  
and during those super-hot temperatures –  
relaxing in the Home’s swimming pool. 
In early July, summer camp participants  
traveled to Ocean City, Patapsco  
Valley State Park, and Six Flags  
Great Adventure. 
 
Summer Camp is a well-orchestrated  
program to keep the residents physically  
active and mentally stimulated during the  
summer vacation months. It is a tribute 
to the TCH staff and many donors and  
contributors. 
 

�������������������� �!�	����� �
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Dr. Pamela Love Manning, life coach and 
author, shares her story of perseverance  

 

The residents and staff of the Diagnostic Center had the 
privilege of hearing Dr. Pamela Love Manning - author, 
entrepreneur, teacher, inspirational speaker, and life coach.  The 
Atrium was unusually quiet as the residents absorbed every 
word from Dr. Manning - talking about the extreme obstacles 
she was able to overcome to earn degrees and author books. Her 
message of empowerment was a source of inspiration and 
motivation.   
 

ZUMBA enjoyed here 
Maisha McCoy is leading the residents and staff of the Diagnostic Center in a 
dance/exercising activity called Zumba.  Ms. McCoy began her career as a 
pharmacist and is now the owner of Breathe4Sure Pharmacy Solutions that offers 
diabetes consulting.  Her mission is “to use the education and experience obtained 
in health and fitness to provide a wealth of information and become a resource 
within the community.” 

The herb and vegetable garden was planted behind 
the Diagnostic Center in early spring by volunteers 
from Kohl’s Department Stores. Weeding and 
watering are the responsibility of the girls in the 
Center who are enjoying the fresh air and learning 
the skills of a gardener. As of early July, the garden 
was full of tomatoes, peppers, blueberries, along 
with rosemary, lavendar, chives, and marigolds. 
Harvest time will bring a fresh variety for the 
dinner table.   
(Dorenzer Thomas, Program Manager, and Diagnostic Center 
resident on watering duty) 

“Breathe, girls!” 
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Valerie came into The Children’s Home Treatment Foster Care Program in 
2007, after she was emergently removed from her biological grandparents’ 
care.  Valerie and her younger sister were both placed in Ms. Kay Brazile’s 
home in 2007.  Valerie just completed her junior year of High School at 
Coppin Academy, where she earned excellent grades and is a member of  
the Academy’s choir and debate team.  Valerie was voted and crowned 
Prom Princess at her school’s Junior Prom this year.  This past school year, 
Valerie was chosen to participate in an exchange program with several 
students from France; she was also chosen to participate in an exchange 
program with several students from South Africa.  The French and South 
African students visited the United States, Coppin State University, and 
Coppin Academy.   
 
Valerie participated in several activities planned for the exchange students, 
which included, touring the Supreme Court in Washington, D.C., and 
meeting a Supreme Court Justice.  This spring, Valerie was chosen as one 
of eight students from Baltimore City to participate in a two-week exchange program to South Africa this 
summer.  Plans include a visit Cape Town and Johannesburg, spending time with a South African family, and 
visiting the school of the exchange students who visited the United States.   
 
This summer, Valerie had a summer job through the Youth Works Summer Employment Program.  Her 
placement was at a childcare program.  Valerie attends therapy bi-weekly.  Over the past year, Valerie has 
become much more open to receiving therapy; this has resulted in her making significant progress with her 
therapy and treatment goals.  Valerie and her Foster Mother, Ms. Brazile, have an excellent relationship.  Ms. 
Brazile is very supportive in helping Valerie to maintain contact with her biological family.  Ms. Brazile works 
closely with Valerie to help her achieve her treatment goals. Valerie has set her own goal of being the first 
person from her biological family to attend college.  Valerie is planning to attend Coppin State University after 
she graduates from high school next year.      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

!
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VR Cottage 
Sun Porch Makeover 

On her way to a Gold Award in the Girl 
Scouts, Alison Mitchell chose The 
Children’s Home for her required service 
project.  Following the goals of the Home, 
Alison made the sun porch at VR Cottage 
feel like “home” with new furniture, ceiling 
fan, paint, and a bookcase from her design 
and fundraising.  The project has received 
rave reviews and earned Alison a 2011 
Community Service Award.  
 
Diana, VR resident, 15 years old, “We love 
our new space. It’s so cozy.” Alison Mitchell, 15 years old, a sophomore at Seton Keough High School 
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Thank you to all the contributors and volunteers for the 2010 Holiday Giving Program! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Allegis Group 
Ashley & Ryan Anderson 
Aramark Corporation 
Ms. Sara Baeth 
Tim & Danielle Banks 
Mr. Stuart Barnes 
Ms. Julie Bleusel 
Ms. Jessica Boyle 
Boy Scout Troop #944 
Mr. Keith Butler 
CCBC Nursing Department 
Rubye Cameron 
Catonsville Baptist Church 
Chizuk Amuno Congragation 
The Circle of Friends - BCCC 
Cradlerock School – Ladies First 
Creative Development Studios 
Cub Scout Pack #456 
Ms. Kay Deitz 
Mr. John Deluca 
EA Engineering 
Ms. Diane Fitzberger 
Garceau Realty 
Ms. Dani Garceau 
Ms. Kelly Garceau 
 

Ms. Kaitlin Russo 
St. Agnes Religious Education 
Mr. David St. Germain 
St. Paul’s Parish 
Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Ms. Carol Sauter 
Mr. Lance Scott 
Ms. Myra Shapiro 
Ms. Lisa Smith 
Social Security Administration,  

Employees of the 
Ms. Teresa Stafford 
Terry & Laurie Stanzione 
Tenth District Democratic Club 
Charles & Beth Thompson 
Town & Country Garden Club 
UMBC Athletic Department 
Mr. Brandon Vaughn 
Wesley Freedom  

United Methodist Church 
Mr. Craig Westerman 
Mr. Sean Whitney 
Ms. Kathleen S. Wright 
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority 
Ms. Megan Zupa 

��'	�����	�� �&'��	#�����
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Residents, staff and special 
guests gathered under the 
pavilion to celebrate the end 
of the school year and the 
many accomplishments of the 
residents throughout the year.  
We were especially proud of 
the graduating class of 2011.  
With six graduates, it was one 
of the largest classes in recent 
memory. The theme for the 
awards program was 
“Celebrating Youth – 
America’s Future,” complete 
with an impressive display of 
red, white, and blue 
decorations. Every resident 
was acknowledged with some 
very hard-working residents 
receiving multiple awards. 
 Addressing the awards ceremony: 

Andre Cooper (above right) and 
Officer Tia Bynum (right). 

���������	
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Girl Scout Troop #628 
Girl Scout Troop #350 
Grace Community Church 
Hillcrest Elementary School   
      Students 
Mrs. M.L. Hoffman 
Ms. Sunni  Houston 
Mr. & Mrs. John Huchrowski 
Ms. Janean Hudson 
Mr. Meekah Hopkins 
Mrs. Chistian Jimenez 
Ms. Joyce Kennedy 
Kohl’s Department Stores 
Laura Lakes Daycare 
Ms. Cheryl Lightner 
Mr. Matt Lipsky 
Love Alive Ministries 
Maxim Healthcare Services 
Mr. John Moore 
New Town High School 
Ms. Cathy Nallin 
Ms. Sherri Nowicki 
Mr. Len Ottone 
Ms. Barb Prichard 
Mr. Scott Robertson 
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A Special Gift from Chubb Insurance

The Chubb Insurance Group, represented
 by Kirk Garrick and Rochelle Brown 

(middle), deliver a check for $1,000 to
 Gail Lee (L), Director of Development 

and Andre Cooper (R), CEO,  for
 The Children's Home Capital Campaign.
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Payless Shoes 4 Kids 
 
The Children’s Home received  
75 coupons for shoes from  
Payless ShoeSource Foundation. 
 
Payless distributes $1,200,000 in  
gift coupons during the holidays. 
 

New Marshalls Store Grand Opening Ceremony 
 

The shoppers arrived early on an April morning to welcome the 
newest addition to the Baltimore National Pike retail corridor.  
Marshalls held their Grand Opening on April 21st, with a ribbon 
cutting ceremony and a donation of $5,000 to The Children’s Home 
to benefit residential programs and services. Participating in the 
festivities were (L-R) Councilman Tom Quirk; Reggie Coleman, 
Marshalls District Manager; Gail Lee, Director of Development for 
The Children’s Home; and Margaret Stokes, Legislative Aide in the 
First Councilmanic District. 

Allegis Group Bicycle Day 
30 bicycles, 20 scooters, and safety 
helmets greeted 25 TCH residents at the 
downtown Hilton as employees of the 
Allegis Group donated their time and 
skills so that every resident would have a 
bicycle. 
�
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The Children’s Home 
205 Bloomsbury Avenue 
Catonsville, MD 21228 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Yes, I would like to help The Children’s Home provide for the needs of the boys and girls in its care.   
Here is my gift of $_______________ / items: _________________________ ________in support of: 
 

��� � ��� � 2011 Summer Festival Car Show – Resident’s Weekend Activity Fund 
��� �  Girls Diagnostic Center   ��� �  Swimming Pool Fund   ��� �  Family-Centered Programs 
��� � ��� � Special Events Sponsor   ��� � ��� � General Support      ��� �  Resident Enrichment Programs     

 
NAME: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY: ________________________________     STATE: __________      ZIP CODE: _____________ 
 
Email:  ______________________________________________ Phone #  _______________________ 
 

Please mail this reply form with your tax-deductible gift - made payable to, The Children’s Home, Inc ., to: 
The Children’s Home, Inc., Development Office, 205 Bloomsbury Avenue, Catonsville, MD  21228, 

or online at www.thechildrenshome.net, or use your credit card by providing the following information: 
  Credit Card:  MasterCard    Visa     Amex   Card number: _________-________-________-_________ 
  Expiration Date _______________  Security Code Number ____________ 
 
  Authorized Signature: _________________________________________________________________ 

Here’s how you can help  
 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Baltimore, MD 
Permit #7750 
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October 20, 2011, 6-9pm  
Youth-Inspired Art * Wine * Music * Fine Food 

Tickets: $70 – Two tickets $130; VIP Tickets $100 
 

American Visionary Art Museum 
800 Key Highway, Baltimore Maryland 21230 

Information: www.thechildrenshome.net / 410-744-7310   Tickets: www.BrownPaperTickets.com 

�

2011 Community Walk for Children & Families 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our active campaign to recruit more walkers keeps increasing participants every year – including a 
record number of 125 walkers.  Once again the weather was perfect for a spring walk through the 
charming town of Catonsville. The event raised $5,400 for the Capital Campaign. We thank all the 
participants along with our major sponsors: First Potomac Management LLC, Ron Godsey & Family, 
Kohl’s Severna Park and Ellicott City, Chizel-It Fitness, Huntington Learning Center, Deer Park, 
Edible Arrangements-Catonsville, McDonald’s, Oh, What A Cake!, and Laura Siner. Please mark 
your calendars for the next Walk on May 5, 2012.  

 

Mark Your Calendars – May 5, 2012 
Community Walk & Run for Children and Families  
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 Special Announcement 
Festival Car Show Cancellation 

 
 

 
Hurricane Irene forces 2011 Summer Festival Car Show Cancellation 
Earlier this summer, The Children's Home began gearing up for another fun, exciting, family-
oriented community event car show. The event was scheduled to be held on Saturday, August 
27th.  Unfortunately, the hurricane forced us to cancel this year’s Car Show.  Special thanks to this 
year’s sponsors, car exhibitors, volunteers and staff for their unbelievable efforts and support. 
 
Each year this event has raised more than $3,000 to support life-enriching weekend activities for 
the children and youth in our care.   

 
The Weekend Activity Fund is a gateway of restoration for our residents to enjoy their weekends 
in a variety of activities.  The therapeutic progress is evaluated weekly and helps us determine if a 
child/youth can go home for a family weekend visit or remain on Campus in our care.   

 
For those who remain on Campus, the weekend activities program compensates tremendously 
during this delicate period of their treatment.  They enjoy movies, bowling, skating, and museums 
with staff and their resident-peers.    

 
We are grateful for everyone’s safety and that the storm has come and gone.  However, we are 
$3,000 short of the 2011 fundraising goal of $3,500 due to the cancellation.  Please make a 
donation of $30, $50, $100 or more to help fund this year’s Residents’ Weekend Activity Fund.  

 
For your convenience, please see the donation form on the back page of the newsletter.  We 
appreciate your consideration and assistance during these special circumstances.  Thanks, and I 
look forward to seeing you at the 2012 Summer Festival Car Show!  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Andre G. Cooper 
Chief Executive Officer 

Scenes from the 2010 Summer Festival Car Show 


