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My Story 
 

I first got my interest  
(in the nonprofit/service  
profession) as a young  
boy raised up in  
Southeastern North  
Carolina with a Southern  
Baptist background where 
 I was taught that "honesty 
 is the best policy",   
"always work hard",   
and "treat people with kindness and respect".  On 
those principles alone, I developed an unyielding 
passion to give back to the community through 
service, which I found to be most rewarding.     
 
My service and involvement with the community 
span over twenty throughout the state of 
Maryland.  I've served in leadership positions for 
other nonprofit organizations such as the Rotary 
Club in Hunt Valley and had the opportunity to 
forge some extraordinary relationships where I 
learned about The Children's Home from my 
involvement thru service above self programs. 
  
My role as Board President is to support and 
govern:  Support by raising money, bringing 
contacts to the organization and acting as the 
ambassador to the community of Catonsville; 
govern by ensuring compliance with legal and tax, 
being a fiduciary, as well as evaluating the 
organization's work. 
  
I am inspired by the growth in the children before 
and after. I have a level of humility positive impact 
I've witnessed as a result of hard work and 
partnership with the outcome of the hard work and 
effort to improve the lives and futures of the 
children, their families, and their communities. 
  

Eric Collier 

President, Board of Directors 

2017 Highlights 
 

Ms. Mildred Hammond, Child Care Specialist and 
Health Care Aide, retired after 45 years of dedicated 
service to The Children’s Home. 
 
Special events brought together the community and 
raised funds for operations and projects – 
Community Walk, Peace A Pizza night, Giving 
Tuesday, Catonsville Arts & Crafts Festival, and 
FACES 2017 at M&T Bank Stadium. 
 
A special appeal during the FACES live auction 
raised $6,400 for Family Engagement Activities.  
 
The CHStudio (a recording studio) opened in the 
TCH Cultural Center with the assistance of 
SongBuilder Studios and a generous donation. 
 
A six-week summer Photography Class introduced a 
number of residents to the art and provided stunning 
pieces of artwork for FACES 2017. 
 
The Home participated in the Baltimore County 
Summer Youth Employment Program to provide 
jobs for residents, working on the TCH campus. 
 
Northrop Grumman Christmas Project provided the 
residents with thousands of dollars in gifts and 
supplies during a festive event. Gifts included a 
state-of-the-art movie projector and screen and 
quality bedding for every resident.  
 
TCH Warriors basketball team was undefeated in 
2017-2108 season: 13-0 
 
Welcomed two new members to the Board of 
Directors – Mr. Moses Brown and Mr. Lawrence 
Johnson. 
 
Another successful season in an expanded Garden 
Project with residents and summer employees 
gathering a bountiful harvest. 
 
TCH and JSR Associates began discussions and 
planning for a “Livewell” community on the 
campus. 
 
TCH staff members, Demetriece Thomas and 
Porscha Henson gave a presentation on working with 
survivors of human trafficking at the Child Welfare 
League of America Conference.  



 

  

My Story 
 

My story is quite simple,  
yet intriguing as it relates  
to my experiences with  
the Home over the last  
18 years.  
 
I am neither, a Social Worker  
by means, nor profession, but  
have done the work of Social  
Services for many years dating back to the early ‘80’s. 
Holding a Bachelor’s Degree in Psychology, and a 
Master’s degree in Education, I find myself in 2018 
doing partly what I set out to do originally. I’m working 
with disadvantaged families, or rather youth via their 
parents. The path has taken just a bit of a different 
route.  
 
I had early “direct care” training as an undergraduate 
with adolescents and mental health. It was chronically 
mentally ill adults, whom I initially began working with 
right out of college, as my first job for at least the first 6 
years of my career. I quickly learned that I wanted to 
impact society at the other end of the spectrum and 
work with youth, who had the ability for most change 
in the scope of their lives at an earlier stage. Thus, I 
sought to develop a program of education and training 
for impoverished families, as a “one stop shop”, to 
solve the ills of a broken family and society (drug 
abuse, mental illness, literacy woes, and poverty were 
rampant then too).   
 
I have yet to reach the ultimate goal of developing my 
own adult education and training facility. However, the 
rewards of working with youth, as well as working with 
their families, have been both personally and 
professionally enriching. The programs that my 
Leadership Teams and I have been able to develop, 
throughout my career, have afforded youth and their 
families’ opportunities for success, if not vehicles for 
change in their lives that would hopefully be a guide to 
healthy living. 
 

TREATMENT FOSTER CARE - 2017 

• 9 admissions  

• 9 licensed TFC parents  

• 1 high school graduate  

• 1 entered college; 2 maintained college status  

• 4 youth held employment;   
6 youth participated in Youth Works    

 

Over the years there are many stories of celebration 
and challenge. The ones that come to mind most are 
those that had the best outcomes for our children. 
For instance, this year, our one high school graduate 
out of 5 who were scheduled this year; she has made 
tremendous strides (you wouldn’t believe) in her 
treatment program. We are so proud of her 
successful journey. Four others graduated from 
Middle School. Earlier celebrations would include 
the days when our TFC parents adopted sibling 
groups of kids who had no bio families for 
reunification. Then, there are of course, the many 
bio families that have been successfully reunited 
with their kids. Finally, great stories of recent 
Alumni, includes one who’s a Morehouse graduate, 
another a fashion model, a Correction Officer, 
couple of Security Guards, Peapod and CDL Driver 
(brothers), just to name a few. Our youth’s stories 
may start here, some not as bright and shining 
examples, but several who leave us and become 
bright and shining STARS.   
 
My ambition of serving the continuum of children 
to adults will come to fruition. As TCH moves 
toward diversifying its program and services, this 
will likely include its range of services, clientele, 
and geography. Our community partners boast well 
developed expertise in areas such as trauma 
informed care, senior housing, the arts, vocational 
training and personal development, just to name a 
few. These, combined with the dynamic and 
professional talents of organizational leadership and 
team of staff, will work to the extent of 
transforming our operation to better serve youth, 
families, and become a greater asset to the 
community. My story is OUR Story!  
 

Andre G. Cooper 
Chief Executive Officer 
 

5K Community Walk 

 & FACES 2017 



 

  

 

"I never fully realized how 

much this place offered kids 

like me.  I am excited about 

starting grad school this 

coming fall.”  
 

Stafford Purvis – TCH Alumnus 
 

Since his discharge in 2012, Stafford 

has always stayed connected to the 

Home.  Even during his time as a full-

time student at Morehouse College. 

 

”I have written this History of 

my life at the request of the 

President & Directors of the 

German Orphans Home to be 

placed in the Corner Stone of 

the Ferdinand Meyer 

Memorial Cottage.  When 

years or Generations from now 

this History is exposed, I hope 

it will be an incentive to the 

boys who were raised &have 

lived in this Cottage.” 

Baltimore, Decmeber20, 1925 
Ferdinand Meyer 
 
Note: The above is a portion of a 

letter written by Ferdinand Meyer 

recently found in a time capsule in 

the cornerstone of the old FM 

Cottage, razed after an attic fire in 

2009. 

“They (cottage mates) 

are still putting up and 

learning how to deal 

with things in a positive 

way no matter what 

anybody throws at 

them.” 
 

Summer Camp Survey 2016 

Thanks to whom I have met and got to know while at The Children’s Home. This 

home has shown me the real definition of family through love hatred denial and 

impulse. They never gave up on me they just did what they knew how to do the 

best push me and encourage me to do the right thing. Deep down inside they 

knew I was hurting and saw potential in me and gave me a chance to prove 

myself. They knew that I was not a problem child and that they saw all that 

potential behind that mask I was wearing and that I was afraid to ask for help. 

 

People think that students end up in group homes for bad reasons but what they 

fail to realize is that we go to helpful places so that we can become better young 

men and women and get help with different situations we are facing in our lives. 

While we are also here to gain self-esteem so what people say won’t affect us. 

Even though you’ll are our surrogate parents you do the same as our biological 

parents and for that I commend you’ll. I respect you’ll for doing this job because 

you’ll help us get our needs met and this is just a big family setting. I can say 

because of this special group of people I grew from a boy to a man.  
 

TCH  resident - Darrien 

“Thank you, for supporting me not only 

me but other residents. I just hope I get 
my treatment while I’m here.  So what 
I’m going to do for you guys that who are 
supporting me – I’m going to accomplish 
for me to get help, and to follow my 
treatment to be a better person for Santa 

Claus, and for my future…” 

  A message from one of our residents – 

written on the back of a Holiday Wish List 

form 

 

“I chose working with youth as 

my profession because I believe 

that children’s mental health is 

important. If a child learns to 

value themselves, and learns the 

healthy coping skills in order to 

live in society, then our society as 

a whole will be better for it.” 

 

TCH Staff Member 

My Story 



 

 

Anne Arundel County (7)              

Baltimore City (132)              

Baltimore County (30)              

Calvert County  (1)              

Cecil County  (2)              

Charles County  (1)              

Dorchester County  (1)               

Frederick County  (1)              

Garrett County  (1)              

Harford County (6)              

Howard County (6)              

Montgomery County  (13)              

Prince George’s County (24)              

St. Mary’s County (3)              

Somerset County  (1)              

Queen Anne’s County  (1)              

Washington County  (7)              

Worchester County  (1)              

Washington DC  (10)              

              

Diagnostic Center              

Group Home              

Transitions              

Shelter              

Treatment Foster Care              

Successful Starts              

              

Female              

Male              

              

African-American              

Caucasian              

Bi-racial              

Asian              

Native American              

 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 110 120 130 

Statistics  

Revenue 
 

Services Fees     77.5% 

Interest & Investments    19.0% 

Contributions       2.5% 

Other Income       1.0% 

Expenses 
 

Program Services          88% 

Management & Operations   10% 

Fundraising             2% 

2017  
Revenue  $5,955,573 

Expenses  $5,975,492 

Change in Net Assets ($19,919) 

Total Net Assets $15,675,875 

BELOW: Residents’ Jurisdiction of Origin ● Program Numbers ● Demographics ● Financial 



  

  ABM Educatio Services 

Charles and Amanda Adams 

Betty Alark 

Valerie A. Albaugh 

All Star Pest 

Allison Restauro 

Amazon Smile 

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Ambush 

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Appel 

Karen Apple 

James W. Arnold 

Regina Asher 

Asset Strategy Consultants 

Atwater’s 

Margaret Ball 

Bank of America Employee Giving 

Kathleen D. Bauman 

Tracy Beaber 

Paulina A. Beeche 

Sharon and Jeff Bennett 

Kevin Blackwell 

Book Club 

Linda Brandt 

Erin Branham 

Denise Breder 

Brightview Rolling Hills 

Moses Brown 

Carol Bryant-Parker 

Sandra Burch 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard S. Burris 

CMS Office of Minority Health 

Maureen V. Canion 

Rubye Cameron 

Nancy Campbell 

P. Michael Carey 

Scott Castiglione 

Catonsville Community Foundation 

Catonsville Girls Soccer 

Catonsville Women’s  Giving Circle 

Catonsville Senior Center 

Chesapeake Employers Insurance 

Chiropractic Works 

Marcus Chrencik 

Margaret F. Christian 

Christian Temple  

David and Barbara Clark 

Regina R. Cohen 

Dr. Antoinette A. Coleman 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Coleman 

Eric Collier 

The Concert Truck 

Simone Conwell 

Mr. & Mrs. Andre G. Cooper 

James and Joan Costello 

Jo-Lynda Cravero 

Leonard Creel 

Tina and Jody Cummings 

Valerie Dalfonzo 

Stephanie Darby 

 

Kyndra Davis 

Defense Media Activity 

Margaret M. Deighton 

Maura Demings 

Destiny Harvest Church 

Cheskesha Dixon 

Donnavia Thomas Missionary Society 

Sharyn Faye Doyle 

Dr. Park Acupuncture 

The Diamond Angles & 7NC 

Diane Drake 

Thomas Dugas 

Andrea Dukes 

Linda duPont 

EA Engineering Science & Technology 

Travis J. Edelman 

Vernon Edmonston 

Sampson Eduful 

James Edwards 

Elk Run Vineyard 

Ellicott Mills Brewing Company 

Armon Emdad 

Leslie Englehart 

Exelon Matching Gifts Program 

Expresscare of Bel Air 

Faithful Circle Quilters 

Carolyn Finney 

First Baptist Church of Glen Arden 

Vicki Fleming 

Mira Foote 

Fox & Roach Charities 

Franco’s Italian Bistro 

Christine Franklin 

Mary Pat Friedman 

Mr. & Mrs. David H. Friedlein 

Barbara Gardner 

Dr. & Mrs. Avon Garrett 

Mark A. Gay 

Girl Scout Troop #632 

Girl Scout Troop #2143 

J.H. Greeley 

Monet Green 

Jennifer Greenwood 

Barb Gregory 

Kenneth W. Griffin, III 

Dorothy Guy 

David M. Hahner 

John and Veronica Hall 

Anderson Hamlin, III 

Kathy Hasson 

Nathaniel C. Hatcher 

Wally Havener 

Hillary and Brian Henninghausen 

Robert L. Higginbotham 

Joyce Hoelzer 

Dwight and Faith Holmes 

Brian and Therese Hirsch 

Rebecca A. Hoffberger 

Hope Harbor 

 

Howard University 

Thomas J. Huber, Jr. 

H. Douglas Huether 

Kathy Hurl 

Kimberly Hurst 

George Ingraham 

Immanuel Episcopal Church 

Andrea Kagel 

Lisa Keith 

Patrick T. Kelleher 

Daniel and Jamie Kempler 

Ryan King 

Beverly E. Kingsland 

Ann K. Klingensmith 

Matthew Knoderer and Holly Smith 

Sylvia M. Kondner 

Dr. Sandra L. Kurtinitis 

JSR Associates 

Betty Jean Johnson 

Janine D. Johnson 

Lawrence Johnson 

Ladies Guild & Hospitality Ministries 

Jacqueline Lampell 

Mr. & Mrs. Oliver Landow 

Lansdowne United Methodist Church 

Laura Lakes Day Care 

Leaders of Tomorrow Youth Center 

Gail L. Lee 

Megan Lembach 

Armanda Ligabue 

Susan and John Little 

Sonia Livingston 

M&T Bank 

Donna Maas 

Tammara C. Madison 

Clyde R. Marton, III 

Gregory and Suzanne Matty 

Peggy McCoy 

Maureen McLaughlin 

Mark McVearry 

Mercy Medical Center 

Nancy Meier 

Nancy L. Meyer 

Joe Meredith 

Patricia and Daniel Middleton 

Terri Miller 

Milltown Quilters 

Trilok Minna 

John R. Minninger 

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce A. Mitchell 

Cheryl Mitchell 

David Morin 

Mary Moore 

Mosaic Christian Church 

Mountain Fire and Miracles 

Mutual of America 

Gwen Myers 

National Society of Collegiate Scholars 
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Susan Sies 

Leslie Lyles Smith 

Nancy Smith 

Mr. & Mrs. Russell E. Smith, Jr. 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael E. Sneeringer, Jr. 

Vanessa S. Smith 

Anna Marie Spinola 

SongBuilder Studios 

Jennifer L. Stair 

Staffing Plus 

Sarah Steward 

Celeste Stratton 

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Stringer 

Deinise M. Storm 

Sue Ann’s Office Supply, Inc. 

SugarBakers 

Dean Kim D. Syndor, PhD 

Joan Swiston 

Janette Tarr 

Warrace Teel 

Janet Tegeler 

Terrasa & Stair, PA 

Mr. & Mrs. John M. Tezai 

Demetriece L. Thomas 

TIME Organization, Inc. 

Paul G. Ullmann 

University of Maryland School of Nursing 

Mr. & Mrs. George Vaeth, Jr. 

Bruce and Becky VanDervort 

Village Quilters 

Carol Waddell 

Ann P.H. Walsh 

Kendra A. Watson 

Marjorie Wax 

Marielle Weikel 

Steve Weingarten 

Westview Animal Hospital 

Marcella Wood 

Tracey Woods 

Frances Wright 

Quinn Wright 

Siobhan Wright 

Pat Wyatt 

Community College of Baltimore County 

The Huether-McClelland Foundation 

Kahn, Berman, Solomon, Taibel & Mogol 

The William and Jean Schulte Foundation 

Stewart B. Eckers Charitable Trust 

The Whiting-Turner Contracting Company 

Torrey Smith Foundation  

Night Light Marketing Concepts 

Ngozi Nnadi 

Northrop Grumman Christmas Project 

Nursing & Health Services Training 

Jody Nusholtz 

Grace Nwanety 

OES Martha Chapter #25 

Oakwood University 

Bryant and Brayden Oden & Family 

Nancy J. Oharo 

Mary Olson 

Orems United Methodist Church 

Joela Paik 

Paradise Professional Pharmacy 

Karn Paris 

Maureen and John Partilla 

Peace A Pizza 

Sue Peddicord 

Diane Peisinger 

Penza Bailey Architects, Inc. 

Perry Hall Meadows 

Pessin Katz Law, PA 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas G. Peter 

Duane Pinnix 

RMF Engineering, Inc. 

Michele Rafe 

Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Rassa 

Kathryn Ratanavanich 

Catherine Raymond 

Redeeming Love Christian Fellowship 

Nancy J. Reed 

Jeanne and Joseph Regan 

Jeffrey S. Reid 

Nichelle and Robert Reid 

Allison Restauro 

Patricia Rhea 

Kirk K. Rhee 

James K. Riches 

Jeffrey L. Richardson 

Cynthia Roberts 

Edward Roberts 

Jane S. Rohde 

Matthew Rondeau 

Betty S. Rushing 

Kathy Russenberger 

St. Paul’s Lutheran School 

St. Gabriel Church 

St. Mark Roman Catholic Church 

St. Mark School 

St. Mary Coptic Orthodox Church 

St. Philips Episcopal Church 

St. Vincent De Paul Society 

Roy P. Sachs 

Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Sam’s Club - Catonsville 

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Sawyer 

Marty Schlining 

Amy Schneider 

Mr. & Mrs. C. William Schneidereith, Jr. 

NOTE:  

The Children’s Home is constantly updating our donor database.  

All donations listed are from 2016. We apologize for any 

omissions or errors.  Please contact the Development Office at 

410-744-7310 to inform us of any corrections.  

Special Donations in 2017 
 

In Memory of:   Carol Sauter (2) 
 

In Honor of:   Carol Waddell 

Acknowledgements - continued 

A few of the many donor groups at TCH in 

2017 – from the top: Brightview Rolling Hills, 

Towson University students, and Northrop 

Grumman Christmas Project. 
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Board of Directors 

Eric Collier, President 
Dr. Antoinette A. Coleman, Vice President 
Carolyn Finney, Secretary  
Armon Emdad, Treasurer 
Moses Brown 
Mary Pat Friedman 
Kenneth W. Griffin, III 
David Hahner 
Lawrence Johnson 
Tammara C. Madison 

Paul Ullmann 

 

Lifetime Members 

Amanda Adams 
James Arnold 
Forrest R. Foss 
Thomas J. Huber, Jr. 
H. Douglas Huether 
Jane S. Rohde 
Constance M. Unseld 
Carol E. Waddell 
Louis J. Weinkam, Sr., Esq.  
  

Licensure 

Department of Human Resources 
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene 
  

Memberships 
  

Association of Children’s 

Residential Centers (ACRC) 
  

Child Welfare League of America (CWLA) 
  

Foster Family Treatment Association 
(FFTA) 
  

Greater Baltimore Committee 
  

Greater Catonsville  
Chamber of Commerce 
  

Maryland Association of  
Nonprofit Organizations 
  
Federated Campaigns 
Combined Charity Campaign  #5174 
Maryland Charity Campaign    #7127 
  

205 Bloomsbury Avenue 
Catonsville, Maryland 21228 
www.thechildrenshome.net 

  

Residential Services and Administration 
410-744-7310; Fax: 410-455-0071 

  

Treatment Foster Care & 

Community Based Services 
443-636-5456; Fax: 443-636-5784 

  

FACEBOOK: Facebook.com/thechildrenshome.maryland 

  

Senior Staff 
Andre G. Cooper       Chief Executive Officer 
Mary Moore          Executive Assistant 
Carol Bryant-Parker Program Manager—Treatment Foster Care 
Wally Havener  Director of Environmental Services 
Larry Johnson  Residential Manager 
Gail L. Lee  Director of Development 
Yvette Lucas  Program Administrator 
Nichelle Reid  Director of Business Services 
Demetriece Thomas Program Manager—Diagnostic Center 

  

Mission 

The Children's Home provides residential and 

community services to promote long-term well-being 

and success for young people and families who 

experience disruption in their lives.   

  

Vision 

To be the premier provider of comprehensive child, 

youth and family services. 

  

Employee Milestones 
Years of Employment at The Children’s Home 
 

Janice Lunn-Burrus 41 Andre Cooper   18 
Mark Maquire  39 Nichelle Reid  10 
Wally Havener  35 Marilyn Alexander    5 
Janet Lee  30      
 
  


